2.8 The death penalty

I 1989, the leader of Twelver Shi‘a Muslims, Ayatollah Khomeini, called for the
death of author Szlman Rushdie when his controversial book The Satanic Verses,
about the Prophet Muhammad, offended Muslims all over the world,

NE Some Muslims question the reli ty of the Sahih Muslim Hadith, They say it is :
i ot supported by the teachings of the Qurian, which gives a different punishment

for adultery (100 lashes if witnessed by four peaple, Surah 24: 13) and does nor
state any penzlty for apostates or blasphemers.
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t, or the death penalty, is used to :

i wh_ﬂwm”w:%w types of crime and as a deterrent to other people. Q_Bm.m for
of n.o”\,w”:h:mv. e applied include murder and treason. There E.m many Q.Eq:_mm_ B
“.erhmn_:o the USA, China, and Iran, where capital punishment is legal. Britain ] £
ni i , \ ,
finally abolished the death penalty in 1998,

€ns for those who believe, then Teject the faith, then betieve again, then
reject the falth again and become increasingly defiant, God will never
forgive them, nor will He quide them on any path, s

(Quran, Surah 4: 137)

what are divergent Muslim teachings about the

. . o

use of capital punishment? o
2.4 you iearned about the law of gisas which most Muslims use 1o justify capital

"Hc:._mWBm:" particularly when a person is guilty of murder or cruelty.

b if the punishment for renauncing islam was death, then it would be Impossible
4 for an apostate to be'Increasingly defiant’ and keep entering and leaving the faith.

£We have sent you [Muhammad] as a Mmessenger to peaple [..] If some pay
no heed, We have ot sent you to be their keeper, y
(Qur'an, Surah 4: 79-80}

and Muslim TesporTses to them
e

by right. vt et e v
€40 not take life, which God has made sacred, except by right. § TR e |
(Quran, Surah 6: 151}% e e

ndi ifriinal fromisociety

& Fair retribution saves life for you, people of understanding, so that you A M”H.H\%SE: g
may guard yourselves against what is wrong. } ] , uciwan_m:.ﬁ,...vanmnﬁ,ﬂzm
(Quran, Surah 2: 179) wembers of society,

. Here, the Prophet was told he had no authority to punish anyone for not listening
' to his message.

£ Many Mustim scholars say that if any Hadith or parts of it conflict with the Qur'an,
i then the Qurian takes precedence. This is because Muhammad could not say

s anything different to the Quran.'He does not speak from his own desire’ {Surah

. imes shou'd be punishable il 53: 3). Therefore, as the Sahih Muslim Hadith contradicts the Qur'an, sorme
However, Muslims disagtee about whether cther cri i Muslims reject it,

by death.

) bears testimony (to ) hm_mmu:m_.:c is condemned on moral and ethical grounds, no doubt,
€1t is not permissible to take the life of a Muslim who mmﬂ er of Allah) Apostase: leaving a religion . but nie physical punishment is prescribed for blasphemy in Islam
the fact that there is no god but Allah, and Iam the zmmmm 9er o n. Blasphemy: offending religious I} Having studied the Holy Quran extensively and repeatedly with
but in one of the three cases: themarried adulterer, a life for life, an i .

ut in : ’

the deserter of his Din (Islam), abandoning the community. 9
{Hadith — Sahih Muslim 16: 4152)

deep concentration, I have faled to find a single verse which declares

Capital punishment: legal or = blasphemny to be a crime punishable by man. 3
authorized killing of a person for

lso k : (Mirza Tahir Atmad, 4th Khalifa of Ahmadiyya Musiims, Islam's Response
committing a crime. Also known

| to Contemporary Issues, 2007)
liris refer to this Hadith to justify the use of capital punishment in the cases as the death penalty _
3 . , i
Mmm@c_._ﬁw, ﬁmrmn: is extended to homosexuality), Sca”ﬁ_ w:a wmwﬂmmw?mmmﬂq_mm #mm”ﬂm.__w_mmw_% mﬁoﬁcomwﬂh”ﬂ“ | They also say that while itis true that some apostates were put to death in the
: ic [i i Ins why, in sorm d coun o ¥ } N .
have also added blasphenny to this list. This expla .:Emm m<_ e often put ta death. the government or ruler . o time of the Prophet Muhammad, they were not punished for leaving Islam, but for
people who are found guilty of any one of these cri \ treason, when their plots against the state were considered to be a grave threat.
ither make L{ There were also many, including poets, who blasphemed and mocked the Prophet
[4 are only two methads of dealing with an apostate. m.; er ma but were forgiven by him. Far exampie, an influential man, czlled Abdullah ibn
b 1 W depriving him of his citizenship and allowing him mere
hirn an outlaw by depri

existence, or end his life, The first method is definitely Boqm#wmgqm ﬁﬂm.__._

. ists i tate in which he neither lives nor dies.
‘the second, because he existsina s .
Kilting himn is preferable. That way both his agony and the agony of society
are ended simultaneousiy. ¥ ] )
(Abul A'la Maududl, founder of Jama'at-g-Islami)

Ubayy, had a notorious reputation for insulting Muhammad. When Abduilah died,
the Prophet gave his own shirt to enshroud Abdullzh’s body for burial, and ied

his funeral prayer, Why would Muhamrmad have dane this if the puniskment for
blasphemy was death?
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