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Muslim Beliefs |

the universe,

How do al-Qadr and human freedom relate to
the Day of Judgement?

Muslims believe that Allai is just (see 1.3) and so will judge everyone fairly in the &

akhirah (see 1.8). For instance, nobody can help the particular circumstances into 4
which they are born or faised. Muslims believe Allah
simply for being born Inte a crime-ridden society, and will take everything into
account when he is passing judgement.

However, Muslims believe humans are responsible for anything they do outside
of these factors: people are free 1o make their own decisi
responsible for their actions - good and bad
judged in the afterlife.

! What ave the implications of belief in al-Qadr
for Muslims today?

-Oadr is one of the six Beliefs of Sunni Muslims and aiso has impeortance for
Shi‘a Muslims, therefore na Muslim’s faith is complete without it.
Believing in al-Qadr means that Muslims trust Allah is in control of everything

Qadr has a close connection with the akhirah.

Muslims are also reminded of Allah’s omniscience. This means he knows what
has happened, is happening, and will happen. Muslims must therefore be

prepared to answer for their deeds in the next life.
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1 Write three important:
" facts'about al-Qadr.

2" ¥ind and read Hadith

+ gahih Al-Bukhar -

' 78: 685, What might .

- . thiz Hadithteach .
" Muislims about human,

| *freedomi.and al-Qads? E:

(Zameer, Shi‘a Mustim)

shi'a Mustims reject total predestination.

one of the ‘Usul ad-Din in Shi'a Islam is Adalat Divine
Justice). It is not fair for Allah to punish or reward someone for something he predestined them
to do, Therefore, Shi'as believe that it is logically impossible to believe in total predestination

and Miad (Day of Judgement) at the same time because thatisa contradiction. Shi‘as believe
certain things are predestined by Allah, such as lifespan. However, Allah can change your destiny
as a result of your actions, For example, Allah may pre
according to the Shta imams, if you do not maintain a good relatianship with your farnily Allah
may reduce your lifespan but if you do aintain a goo ¢
increase your lifespan. Allah can change your

destine you to live until you are 70 but,

d relationship with your farnily Allah can
destiny as a result of your good or bad actions.
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& Al-Qadr means predestination and is one of the six

Beliefs of Sunni Muslims.

Muslims believe that there are laws that Allah has

determined and fixed in the universe.

B

Humans have also been given free will, allowing
them to make certain choices which they will be
accountable for on the Day of Judgemnent.

Explain two reasons why predestination is an

important belief for Muslims. (4)

‘Al-Qadr and human freedom are incompatible.”
Evatuate this staternent considering arguments for
and against. In your response you should:

+ refer to Muslitn teachings

« refer ta different Muslim points of view

« reach a justified conclusion. (15)
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7. 1.8/ Akhirah

What are Muslim teachings about life after
death?

» Muslims believe that our physical life will one day come to an end and that all
humans will be raised again in the next life, calied akhirah. )

1 They [non-believers] also say, “What? When we are turned to benes and
dust, shall we really be raised up in a new act of creation?” Say, “[Ves] even
if you were [as hard as] stone, or iron, or any other substance you think
hard to bring to life.” Then they Will say, “Who will bring us back?” Sa
“The One who created you the first time."$ . %
fQur'an, Surah 17: 49-52)

Some consider this to be a physical resurrection, which is why Muslims are buried
and .:n.: .nﬂm__.:mﬁmq. Cther Muslims say that dead bodies are buried cut of respect,
and it is just the soul that is taken away and given a new form in the akhirah .

Muslims believe that the soul is immortal (eternal), After death, the angel of death,

Izr2'll {see 1.6), takes the soul 1o barzakh, which is
' : the stage betw
the time of judgerment. 4 een death and

What is the nature of judgement i
and hell? s AP

lslam teaches that human life has a uEwme. Muslims believe that each person will
be responsible for everything they have chosen to da on,earth. Their actions will
be recorded by angels, known as kiraman katibin
(see 1.6), and then judgad y Allah in the akhirah.
ﬂ Allah ts pleased with a person, they will enter
Jannah, or paradise; if he is not pleased with a
person, they may be put in hell, or jahannam.

There is a period of waiting before the
fesurrection and the Day of Judgement.
Some Muslims consider resurrection to be
,.uE.uHm_ and spiritual, while others believe
itis only spiritual and that souls will be
Ecsuma with new bodies in the aftedife,

' life after deathy the nature of .
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'SPECIFICATION FO

Akhirah: Muslim teachings about

judgerment, paradise and heli,
how they are shown it the a:q.m.:

- including Surah 17- 49-77;
- divergent ways ini-which Muslim -

teachings about life after death
affect Em life of a Kushm taday

Barzakh: stage between death
and the time of judgement

Resurrection: the belief that

humans will be raised again in the
next life
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