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Key Topic 2
Topic 2.1. Plots and revolts at home

Why was the Revolt of the Northern Earls in 1569 a turning point?
Task –
Read through the timeline and use a key to identify the following:-
Causes of the Revolt

The events of the Revolt

Outcomes of the Revolt

	Key term
	Detail

	James Pilkington
	The first Protestant Bishop of Durham.  Durham is in the north of England and was predominantly a Catholic region.

	Duke of Norfolk
	A leading English nobleman from a very wealthy and powerful family

	papal bull
	A type of public letter.  In 1570 Pope Pius V issued a papal bull declaring Elizabeth to be a pretend queen and a heretic 

	excommunication
	Officially excluded from the services of the Christian Church

	treason
	A crime against the country/ state or monarch 

	heretic 
	A person holding an opinion at odds with what is generally accepted, in this case a different religious belief 



Earls in 1

	In 1559 Elizabeth announced her Religious Settlement. However it did not take root in the north of
England, which was far from London and the royal court.



	In 1561 the queen appointed James Pilkington as archbishop of Durham. He set about forcing
Protestantism on the people of the north. This turned many of them against the Queen and government.



	In addition to this, during the 1560s, Elizabeth promoted Protestants from outside the traditional ruling families. This was offensive to many of the northern nobility and angered them further.


569 a turning point?
	Two especially angered Catholic lords were Thomas Percy, Earl of Northumberland, and Charles
Neville, Earl of Westmoreland. They hated Elizabeth’s key advisers, William Cecil and Robert Dudley
because of the influence that they had over the Queen



	In 1568 Mary, Queen of Scots, arrived in England and was placed under house arrest by Elizabeth.



	Mary’s arrival in England reminded people of her claim to the throne, especially because Elizabeth looked increasingly unlikely to marry, and the lack of a clear heir was dangerous.



	To exploit this danger, a secret conspiracy developed at court to marry Mary to Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk. Although Protestant, he was close to the northern earls. It was assumed that the couple’s children would grow up Protestant, so even Protestants loyal to Elizabeth became involved. Most were unaware that Mary was planning to make England Catholic again, and trying to arrange a Spanish invasion to back up the rebellion.



	However, doubts about Norfolk’s loyalty, and fear of Elizabeth’s rage, made Robert Dudley decide to reveal the plan to Elizabeth in September 1569. She had Norfolk arrested and sent to the Tower of London.



	Despite this the earls of Northumberland and Westmoreland pushed ahead with the plot. They took over Durham cathedral and celebrated a full Catholic mass there. This spread to other churches across the north-east as thousands of recruits joined the earls.



	Strengthened by these recruits, the earls marched south and Elizabeth had to quickly have Mary moved out of their reach to a safer location.



	By December 1569 Elizabeth had raised an army of loyalists. No Spanish troops arrived in England and the rebellion collapsed. 450 rebels were publicly executed across the north to send out a message to the people. Northumberland was beheaded. The Privy Council demanded Norfolk’s death, but Elizabeth released him, and took no action against Mary.



	In 1570 the pope tried to take advantage of the situation and sent a papal bull of excommunication. He called on all Catholics to depose Elizabeth. Elizabeth retaliated in 1571 with new laws that widened the definition of treason. It became treason to call Elizabeth a heretic and not the queen, or to print and bring papal bulls into England.



	The pope and Elizabeth had put English Catholics in a difficult position because they could not be fully loyal to both Elizabeth and their religion and were now seen by the government as potential traitors.



TASK: Study the cause labels.  Can you categorise the causes, for example religion or politics?

	Why can the Revolt of the Northern Earls be seen as a turning point?
In your response you should refer to:
· the scale and power of the opposition
· Elizabeth’s response compared to her previous treatment of Catholics
· the pope’s involvement
· what it revealed about Mary, Queen of Scots
· the position of English Catholics
· What happened as a result of the revolt

The Revolt of the Northern Earls can be seen as a turning point because it was the first significant challenge to Elizabeth. For example…





This made it a turning point because…




Another example of it being a turning point is…

For example…






This made it a turning point because…







	

‘Religion was the main cause of the revolt of the Northern Earls in 1569-70’. How far do you agree?


	Religion
	Other causes

	










	

	Make a judgement
In conclusion…















What threats did Catholic plots pose to Elizabeth?
[image: ]Who was Sir Francis Walsingham?

Sir Francis Walsingham was born around 1532. Walsingham was 
well-educated and attended King’s College, Cambridge from 1548 to 
1550. Between 1550 and 1552, he continued his studies in France and 
Italy and when he returned to England, he studied at Gray’s Inn in 
London. He once again returned to Europe to continue studying up to 
1560

	In 1562, aged 30, Walsingham became a Member of Parliament for Lyme Regis. William Cecil, Lord Burghley, quickly recognised his talent and in 1568 Walsingham started to work for the most powerful non-royal in England. Walsingham was a talented linguist courtesy of the years he had spent in Europe. Cecil wanted Walsingham to use this ability to spy on foreigners in London who might present a threat to Elizabeth. Walsingham developed his own resources for this task and quickly had men working for him throughout the kingdom and in many of the major cities in Europe.



	His work was rewarded when he was appointed Secretary of State in 1573 and was knighted in 1577. As a Member of Parliament (for Surrey) he was also in an excellent position to keep his political master informed as to what was going on in the Commons. As Cecil was in the Lords, this ensured both Houses in Parliament were covered.






[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e0/Babington_postscript.jpg]It was Walsingham’s spy system that discovered the Throckmorton Plot (October 1583) and the Babington
Plot (August 1586). The latter was so damning for Mary that she was put on trial for plotting to kill Elizabeth, found guilty and executed.

Sir Francis Walsingham was a loyal servant of the Queen. He died on April 6th 1590.















	Task -  complete Sir Francis Walsingham Fact-file

Sir Francis Walsingham was well-educated…


In 1568…



Cecil wanted Walsingham to utilise his linguistic skills to…



He was appointed in 1573 as...  

This role…


Walsingham’s spy network…







The Four Main Plots
There were four major plots to get rid of Elizabeth. Each plot wanted to put Mary Queen of Scots on the throne. Mary was imprisoned in England throughout this time. 

The Revolt of Northern Earls - The Ridolfi Plot (1571) - The Throckmorton Plot - The Babington Plot

TASK - Read about the four plots and allocate scores according to how big a threat each one posed to Elizabeth.  Concentrate on 4 categories, these include: 
· Level of Mary, Queen of Scots involvement
· Level of foreign support
· Level of domestic support
· Level of significant score
You need to give each category a score out of 10




The Revolt of the Northern Earls
Fact File - The Duke of Norfolk
· He was Queen Elizabeth’s second cousin and the leading English noblemen
· He was raised as a Protestant despite coming from a Catholic family
· He was made Lord Lieutenant of the North
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	What was the plan? 
In 1559, the Catholics of the north of England rebelled. Led by the Earls of Northumberland and Westmorland, they planned to depose Elizabeth and put Mary on the throne. In addition, the Northern Earls schemed to overthrow William Cecil who they considered as too influential at court. The plan involved marrying Mary, Queen of Scots to the Duke of Norfolk.



	What happened? 
Most of the plotters confessed and left the plot, but the Northern earls pressed their cause. The Earl of Westmorland was bullied by his wife to continue the plot. They were supported by an army of about 4,500 men. They captured Durham, where they celebrated an illegal Catholic Mass, Barnard Castle and controlled the port of Hartlepool. When the royal army arrived, they were easily defeated. Northumberland and 600 rebels were executed. It has been documented that Norfolk and both Earls showed no courage or determination, and even seemed reluctant to act and many of the northern gentry had responded coldly to the rebel calls for support. The rebellion took place in midwinter, and many rebels were freezing and starving.



	How Significant was the plot? 
In December 1569 Elizabeth had raised an army of loyalists. No Spanish troops arrived in England and the rebellion collapsed. 450 rebels were publicly executed across the north to send out a message to the people. Northumberland was beheaded. The Privy Council demanded Norfolk’s death, but Elizabeth released him, and took no action against Mary. In 1570 the pope tried to take advantage of the situation and sent a papal bull of excommunication. He called on all Catholics to depose Elizabeth.
Elizabeth retaliated in 1571 with new laws that widened the definition of treason. It became treason to call Elizabeth a heretic and not the queen, or to print and bring papal bulls into England. The pope and Elizabeth had put English Catholics in a difficult position because they could not be fully loyal to both Elizabeth and their religion and were now seen by the government as potential traitors.


 
	· Level of Mary, Queen of Scots involvement
	/10

	· Level of foreign support
	/10

	· Level of domestic support
	/10

	· Level of significant score
	/10



[image: http://www.tudorplace.com.ar/images/Popes/PiusV.bmp]The Ridolfi Plot (1571)

Fact File – The Ridolfi Plot
· An Italian banker who travelled widely across Europe
· In 1571 he was living in England and operated as a spy for the Pope
· It is believed that he sent money to support Catholic rebels in England










	What happened? 
Having witnessed the failure of the Northern Revolt, Ridolfi felt that foreign support was needed to overthrow Elizabeth. Ridolfi discussed a plot to kill Elizabeth with the Pope, King Philip II and the Duke of Alba, commander of the Spanish Army in the Netherlands. Ridolfi had a letter from the English Duke of Norfolk declaring he was a Catholic and would lead the revolt if Philip would support him. Alba prepared 10,000 soldier to take to England and overthrow Elizabeth. Mary would then marry Duke of Norfolk.



	The plan 
The plan was for the Netherlands to invade England at the same time as another northern rebellion. Elizabeth would be murdered and replaced by Mary, Queen of Scots, who would then marry Norfolk. However, Elizabeth’s network of spies intercepted a bag of gold coins and some letters were on their way north. The code to the letter was cracked when a cipher key was discovered under a doormat at Norfolk’s house.



	Following the plot in May 1572, Parliament demanded the execution of Norfolk and Mary and in June 1572 Norfolk was executed, but Elizabeth refused to take action against Mary.



	How Significant was the plot?
- It was shortly after the 1570 papal bull and it reinforced the threat from Mary and the Catholics, both domestic and foreign. It further reinforced the threat from Spain and the Spanish Army in the Netherlands. Due to the clear threat from Spain, Elizabeth focused on improving relations with France. From 1574, Catholic Priests were smuggled into England and travelled undercover staying with rich Catholic families. In 1581 two laws were passed against Catholics, firstly recusants (refusing to go to church) would be fined £20 (this bankrupt many families). In addition, attempting to convert people to Catholicism was now treason



	· Level of Mary, Queen of Scots involvement
	/10

	· Level of foreign support
	/10

	· Level of domestic support
	/10

	· Level of significant score
	/10



The Throckmorton Plot
[image: ]Fact file – 
· Walsingham was Elizabeth’s spy master
· He worked tirelessly to quell Catholic machinations that threatened to subvert Protestant England









	The Plan 
Throckmorton plot planned the murder of Elizabeth and her replacement with Mary. The plot takes its name from Francis Throgmorton, a Catholic who was involved in a number of plots against Elizabeth. Francis Throckmorton (1554–84), a member of a leading English recusant family, helped to contrive the plan. Henry of
Guise would invade England with a French Catholic force, financed by Spain and the papacy, then the English Catholics would depose Elizabeth I in favour of Mary.





	What happened? 
In late 1583 Walsingham's agents uncovered the plan. Reprisals were moderate, but Throckmorton was tried and executed. I. This plot involved Throgmorton acting as a go-between for Mary, Queen of Scots and her agent Thomas Morgan, and the Spanish Ambassador, Don Bernardino de Mendoza. Again, Elizabeth’s secret service got wind of the plot and arrested Throgmorton who, under torture, revealed that the Duke of
Guise was planning to invade England from the Spanish Netherlands.



	Following the plot, Throgmorton was executed at Tyburn and Mendoza was thrown out of England and sent back to Spain.


 
	How significant was the plot? 
This plot contributed to the Act of Association of 1785 after which, Mary would be held responsible for any plot carried out in her name – whether she knew it or not (basically, if Elizabeth’s life was threatened, Mary would be executed).



	· Level of Mary, Queen of Scots involvement
	/10

	· Level of foreign support
	/10

	· Level of domestic support
	/10

	· Level of significant score
	/10



[image: ]The Babington PlotFact File – Anthony Babington
· Babington, a man who had worked in Mary, Queen of Scots employ as a page.
· Babington set up a secret society which aimed to help and protect Jesuit infiltrators coming to England to get rid of the heretic Elizabeth I.







	





	The Plan 
Assassinate Elizabeth, encourage a Catholic rising and put the Catholic Mary, Queen of Scots on the English throne. Babington had links with Mary’s emissaries in Europe who could be called on for aid and the plot had the Pope’s blessing and although it was led by Babington it was actually thought up by John Ballard, a Jesuit priest.



	What happened? 
A new method had been devised for Mary to communicate with parties working on her behalf, to smuggle letters to and from her agent in Paris and to Babington. Sir Francis Walsingham, Elizabeth’s spymaster, proved how indispensable he was by uncovering this plot and saving his Queen’s life. The coded letters were put in a watertight pouch and slipped through the bung hole of beer casks. Mary did not know that Walsingham thought up this idea and his cipher clerks were decoding her messages hours after they were sent!



	Following the plot 
Ballard was arrested, tortured and executed. Although Babington tried to save his neck by offering information to Elizabeth’s secret service and then fleeing in disguise, he was eventually arrested and was executed as a traitor in September 1586. This plot was the undoing of Mary, Queen of Scots. She had been implicated in many plots against Elizabeth in the past but this was the last straw. She was beheaded at Fotheringay Castle on the 8th February 1587 after a special court found her guilty of treason.



	· Level of Mary, Queen of Scots involvement
	/10

	· Level of foreign support
	/10

	· Level of domestic support
	/10

	· Level of significant score
	/10





16 Mark Exam Question

Lack of foreign support was the main reason why Catholic revolts and plots against Elizabeth failed.’ How far do you agree?

You may use the following in your answer:
· The Ridolfi Plot
· The bond of Association

Explain your answer. You must use information of your own. (16 marks)

Tip - You need to assess the significance of different factors and come to a conclusion about which one was most important. You are given 2 bullet points and must add 1 from own knowledge.  You should write a conclusion that makes a judgement about the statement.


Use this to plan your answer
	P – One reason why is…
	E – An example of this is … x2
	E – This was important because…

	




Lack of Foreign support






	1.




2.
	

	











	1.





2.
	

	












	1.





2.
	

	 Judgement – Do you think lack of foreign support is the main reason why catholic plots failed? Why? 














Key Topic 2.2
Relations with Spain
How far was Elizabeth I to blame for the decline in Anglo-Spanish relations in the years 1569-85?
What were the main factors affecting Elizabeth’s foreign policy?
1. Sir Francis DrakeNew World –the name used to describe the
Americas and its nearby islands such as those of the Caribbean
Privateer - an armed ship owned and crewed by private individuals holding a government commission and authorised for use in war, especially in the capture of merchant shipping.
Cadiz – one of Spain’s busiest ports


· Trades in the New World without a license which angers Phillip II
· The New World is controlled by Spain who rarely issue trading licences
· Elizabeth uses Drake as a ‘privateer’ to capture Spanish ships and seize their wealth and goods
· In November 1568 Spanish ships carrying £85,000 for the Duke of Alva to pay the costs of his army were intercepted and seized by Elizabeth. Reasons for this are debatable, but probably to cause problems for the Spanish army in the Netherlands. This was known as the Gold Bullion Incident
· In 1578, near Lima, Drake captured a Spanish ship laden with 25,000 pesos of Peruvian gold ducats of Spanish money (about £7m by modern standards)
· Phillip II considers Drake a pirate and in 1580 Elizabeth knights Drake, which is seen as public defiance towards Spain.





2. Religion

· Spain and England were allies when England had been a Catholic nation under Mary I, however when England became Protestant, she lost her alliance with SpainCalais - a port on the north coast of France (30 miles from England)
Excommunicated – to exclude from participation of the sacraments and services of the church
Huguenot – French
Protestants

· Elizabeth helped French Protestant rebels, hoping to get Calais back in return. The plan failed when the Protestants made peace. Elizabeth accepted French control of Calais in 1564. Her support for Protestants had angered Philip II of Spain
· Phillip II was a devout Catholic and he opposed the religious settlement of 1559
· 1570 papal bull excommunicated Elizabeth
· Philip did not approve of Elizabeth's support of foreign Protestant rebels. The Treaty of Hampton Court was signed in 1562 between Queen Elizabeth and the Huguenot leader in which Elizabeth would provide financial aid to the Protestant rebels and send 3000 troops to occupy Le Havre
· Phillip II supported Catholic backed plots to assassinate Elizabeth and replace her with Mary, Queen of Scots,



3. The Netherlands

· Elizabeth wished for a self-autonomous Netherlands - it was of strategic and economic importance. Antwerp was the epicentre of the cloth trade in Europe, which is important as 78% of all English exports were clothSelf-autonomous – the right to self-govern
Antwerp – a major trading town on the border between the Netherlands and Belgium. In the 16th century it was in Dutch territory
Sea Beggars – Dutch rebels who attacked then Spanish

· Spain had part of their Catholic army in the Netherlands since 1567 to stamp out Protestant rebels
· If Span had total control of the Netherlands they would be able to attack England from both sides - there was just 30 miles of sea separating the coast of England and the Netherlands
· England could not afford a war, therefore they did not help the rebels directly and Elizabeth sent a mercenary force to help the Protestants
· Elizabeth put pressure on Spain to encourage them to leave the Netherlands by using Drake to capture Spanish ships in the New World to cut off their funds and by harbouring Sea Beggars who were attacking Spanish ships
· Protestants in England were giving the Dutch rebels money, supplies and men and in 1585 Elizabeth signed a treaty with the Dutch rebels called the Treaty of Nonsuch – it guaranteed English troops under the Earl of Leicester
· The efforts of English traders to spread Protestantism in the Netherlands angered Phillip II and in response he banned them from trading in the Netherlands.
· Elizabeth also pursued friendly relations with France and sounded out a marriage alliance with the Duke of Alencon (heir to the French throne)







4. France

· France and Spain compete with each other despite both being CatholicDuke of Alencon - he was one of
Elizabeth’s suitors and the man she affectionately called her “frog”.
He led an army to support the Dutch
Protestants

· Both France and Spain would benefit from being allied with England, for example France was surrounded by Spanish territories and Spain would have liked English support to help protect their ships in the English
· Channel
· In the 1570s Elizabeth offered the promise of a marriage alliance with the heir to the French throne, the Duke of Alencon, she hoped that this would alarm Phillip II enough to give the Dutch their independence back.
· In 1581 the Duke of Alencon led a French army to support Dutch rebels. In 1582 Elizabeth financially backed Alencon
· In 1584 Alencon died, as a result the French could no longer fight in the Netherlands. The death of Alencon led to a religious war in France because his heir was a Protestant.
· France began to support Spain, instead of the Dutch and in 1584 they signed the Treaty of Joinville. France and Spain join forces to fight the Protestants.



TASK - Read through the notes about the main factors affecting Elizabeth’s foreign policy and create a bar chart to show the level of tension each factor created between England and Spain.


	High tension =War
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	Low tension = allies
	
	
	
	

	
	Drake
	Religion
	Netherlands
	France




Extension – annotate to explain how much tension was caused by each factor.

TASK - Study the source below. What is John Warren saying about Elizabeth’s actions? Complete the sentence below  

An extract about Elizabeth’s involvement in the Netherlands from Elizabeth I: Meeting the Challenge, England 1541-1603 (2008) by John Warren. 

“…nothing Elizabeth had done had contributed towards a successful resolution [in the Netherlands] in line with English interests. Instead, she had managed to alienate Spain without earning the trust of the Netherlands. The unhappy prospect of a complete Spanish victory loomed.”

	John Warren is suggesting…



This can be supported by…







Relations with Spain: Elizabeth and the Netherlands, 1569-85


Elizabeth wished for a self-autonomous Netherlands because it was of strategic and economic importance, for example Antwerp was the epicentre of the cloth trade in Europe, 78% of all English exports were cloth. Furthermore if Span had total control of the Netherlands they would be able to attack England from both sides (just 30 miles of sea separated the coast of England and the Netherlands).Mutinied - To refuse to follow orders
Sacking To rob a town or city using violence
Mercenary - A soldier who fights for money rather than a nation or a cause
Expeditionary force - An armed force sent to a foreign country to achieve a specific function or objective

Therefore the fate of the Netherlands, one of Elizabeth’s Protestant allies, dominated the thinking of the queen and her Privy Council.


	From 1567 Spanish ships were sailing to the Netherlands with troops and resources for the Duke of Alba’s army which was aggressively attempting to stamp out Protestantism there.
Elizabeth came under pressure from her Protestant Privy Council to lend the Dutch Protestant rebels support.



	Elizabeth was reluctant to help the Dutch because she wanted to avoid anything that could provoke a war with Spain. Instead, she hoped to encourage them to allow the Netherlands to govern itself. She did this in several ways.
• By allowing Spanish shipping and its colonies to come under attack from
English privateers
• By indirectly helping Dutch rebels who were resisting the Spanish
• By encouraging others to fight the Spanish in the Netherlands
• By pursuing friendly relations with France


A French ally? In the 1570s Elizabeth offered the promise of a marriage alliance with the heir to the French throne, the Duke of Alencon (image opposite). She hoped that this would alarm Phillip II enough to give the Dutch their independence back. This failed, therefore she persuaded Alencon to fight the Spanish in the Netherlands. This was a risky move because if the French were successful they could take the Netherlands for themselves.

[image: ]






During the 1570s, Elizabeth lent small sums of money to the Dutch rebels and allowed English volunteers to go to their aid, but she was reluctant to commit troops and provoke an open breach with Spain. Elizabeth did not want close, direct Spanish control over the Netherlands; nor did she want the French to gain control of the whole Channel Coast.

	The Spanish Fury and the Pacification of Ghent, 1576
By 1576, the Spanish government in the Netherlands was bankrupt. The cost of the war was too great. The Spanish army stationed in the Netherlands, having gone several months without pay, mutinied. They went on a rampage through the Dutch provinces and sacked the town of Antwerp. This violence united all of the Dutch provinces, Protestant and Catholic, together against Spain. They drew up the
Pacification of Ghent, which demanded that all Spanish troops be expelled from the Netherlands, the end to religious persecution and the restoration of political autonomy.



Elizabeth sent a loan of £100,000 to the Dutch rebels and agreed to send a expeditionary force to the Netherlands to ensure that the Pacification of Ghent was carried out. In February 1577, Phillip II’s brother, Don Juan, arrived in the Netherlands and agreed to the terms. It appeared that Elizabeth had achieved her objectives for the Netherlands.

	Less than six months after agreeing to the Dutch demands, Phillip II sent a new army to attack the Dutch. In response Elizabeth hired a mercenary and financed him to raise an army of 6,000 volunteers to help the Dutch. Because it was a mercenary army it meant that Elizabeth was not officially sending an
English army to fight the Spanish in her name. The plan backfired. The mercenary army devastated Dutch Catholic churches. This encouraged the Dutch Catholics to make peace with Spain.



Elizabeth’s Privy Councillor, such as the Earl of Leicester, urged Elizabeth to intervene in the Netherlands directly. With support from England there was potential for a complete Dutch victory. An independent Netherlands would be a strong Protestant ally against Spain. Elizabeth hesitated and due to her lack of support the Dutch turned to the French for help. The Duke of Alencon agreed and came with an army to fight the Spanish. By 1579, the Spanish army, led by the effective military leader the Duke of Parma, had the upper hand. Alencon came to England in October 1581and Elizabeth agreed to give him £70,000 for support in the Netherlands with a promise of additional money later.



	Spain’s fortunes restored, 1580-84 In 1580, Phillip II gained Portugal, along with its empire and navy along with the riches of Portugal's African and Oriental Possessions. This alarmed Elizabeth and it might have influenced her refusal to intervene in the Netherlands. Elizabeth again turned to Alencon and he returned to the Netherlands in 1582 but was unsuccessful and he returned to France in 1583.



[image: ]
The death of Alencon and William of Orange By the end of 1584 England’s situation was more hazardous. On 10 June, the Duke of Alencon died and one month later the leader of the Dutch Protestant rebels, William of Orange, was assassinated. The Dutch Protestants needed a leader and turned to
Elizabeth, but supporting them would openly look like she was trying to overthrow Phillip II. Leaderless, the Dutch rebels would soon be defeated by Spain. Would England be next?

	At the end of 1584, the French Catholic League signed the Treaty of Joinville with Phillip II to secure his help against French Protestants. In 1585, the King of France signed up to the Catholic League’s aims of ridding France of heresy. This meant that Catholic France and Spain were now allies against Protestantism.



TASK - Do you agree with John Warren? Study the information about Queen Elizabeth’s foreign policy in the Netherlands and begin to complete your table.  An example has been inserted for you

	
Factors that make me agree with Warren

	
Factors that make me disagree with Warren


	· Elizabeth’s mercenary force devastated Catholic churches which made Dutch Catholics support the Spanish even more. 





















	· Elizabeth didn’t directly send in an English army to help the Dutch Protestants – this meant that England weren’t directly fighting Spanish troops.




Exam Question - “The decline in Anglo-Spanish relations in the years 1569- 85 was caused by Elizabeth I.”
How far do you agree? (16 marks)
• Drake’s voyages to the New World
• The Netherlands
You must use information of your own
TIP - (Drake, religion, Netherlands and France are all points/reasons for a decline in Spanish relations) 
Use this to plan your answer
	P – One reason for the decline in Spanish relations is…
	E – An example of this is … x2
	E – This was important because…

	




Actions of Elizabeth I






	1.




2.
	

	











	1.





2.
	

	











	1.





2.
	

	 Judgement – Do you think The decline in Anglo-Spanish relations in the years 1569- 85 was caused by Elizabeth I? Why? 















Why did war with Spain break out, 1585-88?

TASK - Read about the outbreak of war with Spain and complete the key event sentences.
	Following the Treaty of Joinville, Elizabeth could no longer avoid direct intervention in the Netherlands. In June 1585, Dutch Protestant representatives came to England offering Elizabeth sovereignty of the Netherlands. She declined because it would have meant deposing King Phillip II. She was unwilling to depose an anointed monarch.



[image: ]As an alternative, on 10 August 1585, Elizabeth signed the Treaty of Nonsuch with the Dutch Protestants. It effectively put England and Spain at war. Elizabeth agreed to intervene directly in the Netherlands. King Phillip II thought that England had no right to intervene in the Netherlands because it belonged to Spain. The Treaty agreed that England would finance an army of 7,500 troops under a commander of her choosing, who would work with the rebels’ government. The commander chosen by Elizabeth the Earl of Leicester.

	In October 1585, Elizabeth sent Sir Francis Drake to raid Spanish New World settlements, with the intention of disrupting Spain’s flow of resource and finances. This moved angered Phillip II and later that year he told the Pope that he intended to invade England.



The campaign in the Netherlands started badly. In January 1586, Leicester accepted the title of Governor General of the Netherlands. This made Elizabeth furious. It implied that she was deposing Phillip II as king of the Netherlands.

	In the summer of 1586, English forces managed to slow Spain’s advance through the Netherlands. They took some forts but early in 1587 they lost a fort at Zutphen when it was handed over by an English captain who also defected to the Spanish along with Sir William Stanley, who Leicester had appointed. As a result the Dutch struggled to trust Leicester because he appointed Stanley.



Despite a lack of men and supplies Leicester managed to prevent the Duke of Parma from taking the deep water port of Ostend. Parma’s failure to capture any deep port was a factor in the failure of the Armada. Overall, the English campaign in the Netherlands was unsuccessful. Elizabeth was never fully behind the rebels. She did not give Leicester the financial backing required because she hoped to negotiate with Spain. This lack of commitment led to poor relations between the English and Dutch. In addition Leicester and Elizabeth had different aims (Leicester wanted to liberate the Netherlands whereas Elizabeth wanted to return it to how it was governed in 1548.

	Drake singes the King of Spain’s beard, 1587. Elizabeth ordered Sir Francis Drake to launch a pre-emptive strike against Philip. He sailed into the harbour of Cadiz and destroyed about 10,000 tons of Spanish shipping. He seized a castle and used it as a base while destroying more ships and timber supplies. This was known as the ‘singing of the King of Spain’s beard. Following this Drake spent weeks attacking the coast of Portugal with the intention of capturing Spanish gold and silver. This attack delayed the Armada by a year.



Why did war break out with Spain (1585-88)?

TASK - Read about the outbreak of war with Spain, 1585-88 and complete the sentences below by adding filling any gaps and explanations to each key event.

	In June 1585 Dutch Protestants offered Elizabeth the sovereignty (rule) of the Netherlands. She refused because…




In August she signed the Treaty of Nonsuch with the rebels, promising…

This meant war with Spain because…



Elizabeth sent Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, to command the army. He angered Elizabeth when…




Leicester and his army had limited success. There were three main reasons why. Firstly…




Second…



Finally…


Francis Drake played an important role from 1585-88. In October 1585…




In 1587…


His actions were important because…







	How much was Elizabeth to blame for these events?












	Exam Question 
Describe two features of Elizabeth’s foreign policy in the years 1585-88.    (4 marks)

One feature of Elizabeth’s foreign policy in the years 1585-88 was…


This was when…





Another feature was…


This was…








Key Topic 2.4
The Armada

Why did the Spanish Armada fail?

Task - Read about the Treaties on your sheet, and the other events leading up to 1588. Highlight the factors which would have caused further tension between England and Spain.

Anglo-Spanish relations and the events leading up to 1588

	The Treaty of Joinville (1584)
	The Treaty of Nonsuch (1585)

	· France was experiencing its own religious divisions
· Signed by the French Catholic League
· Secured Phillip’s help to fight French Protestants
· The King of France signed up to the Catholic League’s aims to rid France of heresy
	· Elizabeth was offered the sovereignty of the Netherlands (she refused)
· She signed the Treaty in August 1585
· The Treaty agreed Elizabeth would intervene directly in the Netherlands on the side of the Protestant rebels
· Elizabeth sent 7,400 troops under the command of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester



Earl of Leicester, in the Netherlands 1585-87. 
Elizabeth was still hoping to negotiate with Spain despite sending Leicester to command 7400 troops. In January 1586, Leicester accepted the title Governor General of the Netherlands. Elizabeth was furious- it looked like she was trying to depose Philip II. The Duke of Parma (leading the Spanish army) was advancing through the Netherlands – he was slowed by Leicester’s troops rather than stopped. The Dutch found it hard to trust Leicester after an English governor, Sir William Stanley, defected to the Spanish, giving the town of Deventer to them. Although Leicester was in between England and the Netherlands until the end of 1587 and never had enough supplies or troops to do an effective job he managed to cause the Spanish enough problems so they never captured the major port of Ostend or any other deep port.

The “singeing of the King of Spain’s beard.” Spain started to prepare their Armada in January 1586. In March 1587 Drake was ordered by Elizabeth to attack Spain’s Navy. In April he sailed to Cadiz and destroyed 30 ships and many supplies. This attack on Spain’s most important Atlantic port is known as the “singeing of the King of Spain’s beard.” Drake then spent several weeks attacking Spanish ships off the coast of Portugal and the Azores. Philip had to stop his Armada preparations to defend against Drake. The disruption put his invasion back by a year – allowing Elizabeth more time to prepare the English.


TASK - Study the table below. Can you rank the reasons for Phillip II’s invasion of England? Most important to least. 


	Elizabeth signed The Treaty of Nonsuch with Dutch Protestants in 1585
	

	Spain and the Pope had supported the plots against Elizabeth.
	

	Sir Francis Drake kept seizing Spanish ships in the New World
	

	The singeing of the King of Spain’s beard in 1587.
	

	Elizabeth was excommunicated in 1570 by the Pope.
	

	The Pope told Philip to invade after Mary Queen of Scots was executed.
	

	England looked weak because Elizabeth kept hesitating over the Netherlands.
	

	Elizabeth directly funded and supported Dutch rebels in the Netherlands.
	

	England was a useful addition to Philip’s empire.
	



The Spanish Armada, 1588

TASK - Study the Armada map and correctly number the statements so that they are in the correct chronological order.
[image: ]The English use fire ships to scatter the Armada as it waits to collect the Spanish army.


July 1588, the Armada led by the Duke of Sedina- Medonia, leaves Spain to collect the Duke of Parma’s army in the Netherlands.


Storms devastate the Armada on its way home. Thousands of Spaniards die.



The English ships win the battle of Gravelines, and winds scatter the Armada.


29th July onwards – indecisive fighting off the coast of England. The Armada is forced to keep moving. It cannot stop at the Isle of Wight to await message the Duke of Parma’s army is ready.


Weakened and unable to collect Parma’s army, Medina-Sidonia decides to sail home.
6
5
4
3
2
1


TASK - Go through the evidence cards. Each has a clue on it about why the Armada was defeated. Sort the cards into 4 categories:

 Ships and equipment,
 Luck
 Leadership and good battle tactics
 Something else/ a category of your choosing



	a. The Spanish guns were designed to fire heavy cannon balls short distances in fighting at close quarters.
There were several different types of gun on Spanish ships and all took different sizes of ammunition.
	e. The English leaders, Lord
Howard of Effingham and his second in command, Sir Francis Drake had years of experience of command at sea. Drake in particular had plenty of experience of attacking Spanish ships.
	i. The English ships were
smaller, faster and more
manoeuvrable than the
Spanish. They carried guns
with a bigger range than the
Spanish which meant their
preferred tactic was to fire at
the Spanish from 150 metres
away

	b. The Spanish ships were clumsy to steer. Their favourite tactic was to try to pull up alongside an enemy ship, tie the ships together and then jump and fight with swords, daggers and muskets.
	f. In English ships, the cannons were mounted on smaller gun carriages than on Spanish ships. This meant that they could be quickly reloaded allowing the English to fire more cannon balls with more speed.
	j. Spanish ships lacked provisions. Drake’s raid on Cadiz destroyed so many barrels used to store food that new ones had to be made from inferior wood.
This meant that Spanish food supplies rotted.

	c. The Spanish ships were low on supplies of cannon ball and archaeological evidence suggests that they were of poor quality.
	g. The Armada’s plan was to join up with the Duke of Parma in the Netherlands. Communication at sea was unreliable and it took a week for word to reach Parma that the Armada was in the Channel. By this time the Armada was waiting to engage the English
	k. English ships chased the Armada down the Channel. This meant that the Armada could not wait for Parma to receive their message and join them.

	d. Francis Drake sent a number of fire ships into the Spanish fleet. This caused the Spanish ships to panic. They thought the ships were like floating bombs, loaded with gunpowder, but in fact it was just a trick. As a result,
the Spanish broke out of their strong defensive crescent formation
	h. As the Spanish fled from the English, bad storms blew up and resulted in 50 Spanish Ships being wrecked as they tried to sail home around Scotland and Ireland.
	l. After the Spanish broke formation, the English ships were free to attack them, which had been separated into ones and twos. In the battle, which followed, the Battle of Gravelines, 5 Spanish ships were damaged.









Task - Study the evidence cards about why the Armada failed and insert evidence in correct column

	Ships and
Equipment
	Luck
	Leadership/
tactics
	Other

	















	
	The English leaders were experienced sailors and also had experience at fighting Spanish ships
	




	Judgement - What was the main reason why the Spanish Armada failed? Why? 











The significance of the Armada’s failure

Read about the outcomes of the defeat of the Armada and complete the grid below by inserting a cross or a tick.
England had survived an attack by a more powerful enemy. This helped to bring about a feeling of English pride. It also encouraged the Dutch rebels to renew their fight against the Spanish. Had Spain been successful, any English support for Dutch Protestants would have ended. As it was, the Anglo-Dutch alliance became stronger. The defeat of the Armada also highlighted the strength of the English navy. After 1588, it gave England the confidence to trade and explore more widely on the open sea. Phillip II did not give up. The war with Spain continued throughout Elizabeth’s reign. Phillip’s belief that Catholicism was the rue religion remained. The defeat of the Armada cost Spain dearly, both financially and in terms of its power. The Armada can be seen as the beginning of a long decline in Spanish fortunes.

	What was the significance of the Armada’s failure?

	There was a sense of national pride
	

	England explored the seas more widely
	

	The war with Spain ended
	

	The Dutch rebels renewed their fight against Spain
	

	Spain was weakened
	



	Exam Question - Describe two features of Phillip II’s plan to invade England. (4 marks)
One feature of Phillip II’s plan to invade England was…




In addition to this…
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